	Lynnhaven River Now Public Policy Committee



Public Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

	A regular meeting of the Lynnhaven River Now Public Policy Committee was held at First Landing Fire and EMS Station, 2837 Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23451 on July 22, 2010. The meeting commenced at approximately 7:07 P.M. 

Members present: Mary Picardi, Karen Forget, Grace Moran, Dottie Abbot, Chris Lundford, Brent James, and Bill Fleming

	

	The minutes for the June meeting were briefly reviewed, discussed, and approved.

Mary Picardi discussed the status of the Chesapeake Bay Clean Water Act. It has been incorporated into a nationwide clean water bill and is out of committee. Some environmental attorneys and others are concerned that it has been watered down too much and that the EPA does not have any significant authority to make the program work. Many of the changes remove regulatory authority of the EPA. On the positive side, there is an animal-waste to energy grants program and improvements to public access.


Mary P. brought up a Pilot article about Gov. McDonnell. The implications of Virginia possibly not cooperating to clean the Bay were discussed. 

The upcoming City Council candidates forum was discussed. All candidates have accepted the invitation to participate. Todd Solomon measured the stage as 30 feet wide. Karen thought we needed to make sure that there are sufficient microphones. Karen will call VBTV to see if they can video tape the forum and possibly rebroadcast the forum on TV. Karen will also call Don Luzzatto to be a panelist to ask questions. Todd Solomon will be a panelist for the SDCC. There will be three panelist asking questions based upon subject categories provided by LRN.

The committee discussed categories of questions to ask the City Council candidates. Topics suggested included: offshore drilling, offshore wind farms, the Cyprus Creek Surry Coal plant, the Clean Water act, light rail/mass transit, water quality, access to the waterways, recycling, the possible banning of plastic grocery bags and plastic water bottles, the agricultural reserve and open space programs, green building programs for the city, two or three ways for the city to save money, and the candidates overall vision for the city. The total time for the forum is 2 hours, and it was estimated that each candidate will be able to answer about six questions. Time will hopefully be reserved at the end for each candidate to make a one minute closing statement. There may be an opportunity for the public to submit questions. 

Karen Forget updated the committee on city activities. The Green Ribbon Committee is working hard, and she felt that the city staff was working hard to cooperate and create plans that will help implement the committee’s desires. New parking regulations for businesses will be presented to the City Council for a vote on August 23rd. A new landscape guide is being developed which incorporates greater flexibility, a new site design guide, and storm water management. Stewardship awards are being worked on. The 58 acres of sanctuary reefs that are under lease by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers could be declared by the state to be sanctuary reefs in perpetuity.

The Cypress Creek “Surry” Coal plant was discussed. The plant would be the largest coal plant in the United States, but the electricity from the plant is not needed in the area. There is increased activity to oppose this plant at the city level since the pollution from the plant will affect everyone.

The League of Conservation Voters has a forum scheduled at the VB Convention Center in September. LRN was not very actively involved with state legislative issues last year, but committee members expressed the feeling that more can be done and that attendance at this forum would be good to do. 

The idea of co-sponsoring a Congressional forum/debate among the three 2nd District candidates was discussed. Some conversations have taken place with the local chapter of the League of Women voters. The general consensus was that a formal debate could be arranged if the LWV were the lead sponsor and if LRN provided the venue and arranged for some of the logistics in return for providing a panelist. Otherwise, and informal event may be arranged by LRN since the City Council forum will require a lot of effort.

Mary Picardi brought up the pending Climate bill, and various aspects of this were discussed. There are four parts of the bill, and it appears that Harry Reid only wants to include the parts that are felt most likely to pass, leaving the more controversial parts for a follow-on bill.

Grace Moran said that the SDCC will be having a meeting this Monday at 7:30 PM at the Ocean Park Vol. Rescue Squad building. Christy Evert from the CBF will be there to discuss the purchase of the Pleasure House Point wetlands.

Chris Lundord set the schedule for LRN PPC meetings for the rest of the year. These are set for August 26, September 23, October 28, November 18, and December 16.

The meeting adjourned.

	

	Recording Secretary:
	

	
	

	
	

	Signature, William W. Fleming, acting
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